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2023, a year of transition! The Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium 
will be undergoing a major renovation programme (p. 17-18), but they 
will not close their doors completely and you will still be able 
to admire part of the collection. In this context, we are offering 
you a whole series of activities (p. 4-5), some of which are linked to 
the “Art Nouveau Year” in Brussels.
 The programme of trips and excursions (p. 7-11) has been expanded 
with new destinations: Caen and the Norman castles, including 
the prestigious Champ-de-Bataille, the “Versailles of Normandy”, 
Naples, Milan and Campania, not forgetting the South of France and 
its prestigious foundations, all in the company of competent and 
enthusiastic guides.
 The works of art in our museums also travel and are on loan in 
Belgium as well as all over the world (p. 24). Do not hesitate to take part 
in the day trips (p. 7-11) to Gent, Ostend and Leuven to discover or see 
again these masterpieces.
 Spilliaert will be in the spotlight this spring and you will be able to 
admire his work in an intimate setting (p. 20). Remedies, the programme 
for questioning the missions and values of museums, welcomes 
the contemporary artist Johan Van Mullem this spring (p. 23). The Musée 
 Fin-de-Siècle will close its doors to the public on 3 April 2023, but 
as part of the “Art Nouveau Year” you will be able to admire the 
jewels of the Gillion-Crowet donation (p. 21). Next Fall, we will have 
the pleasure of hosting a major exhibition, “Amazonia”, by the world-
renowned photographer Sebastao Salgado (p. 25).
 More than ever, dear Friends, we need your support (p. 13-15), which 
we hope will only increase, so that we can all participate in the 
embellishment of our beautiful museums. Donations to the account 
BE81 6790 7542 9624/PCHQBEBB - Fonds des Amis are tax deductible.
A huge thank you to our 75 volunteers (p. 16) who support the museums 
with their work in different departments. 

 MANY THANKS TO YOU ALL AND WE LOOK FORWARD  

 TO SEEING YOU (AGAIN) IN OUR MUSEUMS! 

 DEAR FRIENDS, 
We only have the happiness  

we can understand. 
– Maurice Maeterlinck
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More  
for  

Friends

 DEAR FRIENDS 

19.03 2023 > 14:00 LITERARY AND MUSICAL STROLL  
(in partnership with Amusea): “N’importe où hors de ce monde”  
(Anywhere out of this world) Charles Baudelaire’s walk at the 
Musée Fin-de-Siècle. 10 tickets offered (in French)

26.03 2023 > 14:00 SYMBOLISM, IDEALISM AND ART NOUVEAU 
GUIDED TOUR AT THE MUSÉE FIN-DE-SIÈCLE. 
 10 tickets offered (in French & Dutch) 

1 5.04 2023 > 16:00 SLOW ART DAY WITH JENNIFER BATLA:  
slowing down to perceive better, slow immersion in some 
paintings from the Dutch Golden Age. 5 tickets offered (in Dutch)

16.04 2023 > 14:00 (auditorium B) “AU RENDEZ-VOUS DES POÈTES”: 
lecture-recital as part of the Spilliaert-Maeterlinck exhibition 
with Jean-Philippe Theyskens and Bruno Georis  
(professional actor). 10 tickets offered (in French)

21.04 2023 > 12:00 GUIDED TOUR OF ART BRUSSELS (HEYSEL). 
 15 tickets offered (in French)

 MARCH  

 APRIL 
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 MANY THANKS  

 TO OUR PARTNERS! 

If you would like to take part in a More For Friends activity, 
registration is compulsory via moreforfriends@gmail.com, 
mentioning your name, address, membership card  
number and number of participants (these activities are  
reserved for members whose membership fees are fully  
paid before the event). Only registrations arriving to this  
mailbox will be considered, on a first come first served basis.  
Please let us know of any cancellations as soon as possible via 
moreforfriends@gmail.com. Thank you for your understanding!

!

13.05 2023 > 15:30 SPILLIAERT-MAETERLINCK, MEET THE CURATOR 
WITH SARAH VAN OETHEGEM - 5 TICKETS OFFERED. 
10 tickets offered (in French & Dutch) 

03.06 2023 > 14:00 REMEDIES 3, Meet the artist Johan Van Mullem. 
14:00 (in French) & 16:00 (in Dutch). 10 tickets offered

 MAY 

 JUNE 
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Contemporary 
art circuit  

Saturdays in the company of one of our top guides,   
Jean-Philippe Theyskens, and contemporary art will no 
longer hold any secrets for you. Exciting walks will take you 
to well-known and lesser-known art locations to discover 
the creations of artists from today and yesterday!

  Dates for Fall 2023 2023  
16.09, 14.10, 18.11 & 09.12 2023 

The contribution to the costs is 90€ per person for 
4 Saturdays. Exclusively reserved for Friends who paid 
their membership fees. Compulsory registration at 
moreforfriends@gmail.com. 

Please wait for an email with confirmation of your registration 
before making the payment (BE46 3100 4042 4636/BBRUBEBB) 
mentioning “CAC fall 2023”, your name and membership 
card number.

Intelligence is the faculty by 
means of which we finally 

understand that everything 
is incomprehensible.  

– Maurice Maeterlinck

  Reminder of the dates for Spring 2023 (sold out)  
11.02, 11.03, 15.04, 20.05 & 10.06 2023

   There will no longer be any Contemporary  
Art Circuit in 2024.
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 TRIPS AND OUTINGS FOR  

 THE FRIENDS OF THE RMFAB  

 MARCH 2023 > NOVEMBER 2023 

Travels & 
excursions  

VERMEER IN AMSTERDAM AND DELFT (3 groups)

16-17.03 2023 > Ref. 3630 – 595€ 1st GROUP (FULL) 
23-24.03 2023 > Ref. 3653 – 595€ 2nd GROUP (FULL)

30-31.03 2023 > Ref. 3657 – 595€ 3nd GROUP (FULL)

(coach, half-board accommodation, entrance fees and guidance)
The Rijksmuseum is announcing the greatest retrospective ever dedicated 
to Vermeer. The results of the latest research on the artist, his artistic 
choice and his creation process, will also be presented, adding to the 
scope of the event. This discovery will be completed by a tour in the 
streets of Delft with the Vermeer Center, located on the historic site of 
the Guild of St Luke, the museum Het Prinsenhof, the old church and 
the new church… In Rotterdam, the Boijmans museum is reinventing the 
notion of reserve collection: the public can admire, in a gigantic  ship-
shaped construction covered with mirrors, about 151.000 works of art.

13.04 2023 > THEODOOR ROMBOUTS AND THE FLEMISH 
CARAVAGGISTI IN GHENT 
Ref. 3663 – 125€ (coach, lunch, entrance fees and guidance)
To commemorate its 225th anniversary, the Museum of Fine Arts of 
Ghent is organizing the very first monographic exhibition devoted 
to Theodoor Rombouts (1597-1637), Flemish virtuoso Caravaggisto 
who was renowned in the Antwerp artistic circle. The retrospective 
reveals the artistic personality of Rombouts and puts its work in a new 
perspective. The Museum for Contemporary Art (SMAK) presents an 
imaginary portrait of Marc De Cock with works from the Matthys-
Colle Collection and his own collection by Berlinde De Bruyckere, 
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Thierry De Cordier, Raoul De Keyser, Gilbert & George, Ann Veronica 
Janssens, Bruce Nauman, Michelangelo Pistoletto, Thomas Schütte, 
Luc Tuymans, …

17-22.04 2023 > NAPLES AND CAMPANIA
Ref. 3631 – 2985€ (plane, coach, half-board accommodation,  
entrance fees and guidance)
With its Renaissance and baroque palaces and churches, the old Naples 
and its wonderful gulf will surely seduce you. The archaeological 
museum tells the ancient history of Campania through reliefs, statues 
and frescoes, the Capodimonte Gallery hosts rooms full of treasures 
by Titian, Masaccio, El Greco and of Flemish painting, … Pompei, 
Herculanum, Capri, the so-called Villa of Poppaea in Oplontis, the 
temples of Paestum, are testimonies of the magnificence of the   
Greco-Roman civilization in an idyllic setting. 

13-18.05 2023 > CAEN AND THE CASTLES OF NORMANDY
Ref. 3632 – 1875€ (coach, half-board accommodation,  
entrance fees and guidance)
To walk in the footsteps of William the Conqueror is full of surprises! 
His castle in Caen, built on a rocky outcrop, hosts one of the richest 
Fine Arts Museums in France. Its “Abbaye-aux-Hommes” has a gothic 
choir and a wonderful romanesque nave. The Bayeux Tapestry tells the 
exploits of William the Conqueror in a vivid, colourful and modern way. 
Normandy is a land of castles, like Crèvecœur with its dungeon of the 
11th century, its chapel of the 12th century and its dovecote of the 15th 
century, Fontaine-Henry from the 15th century, displaying paintings 
by Rubens, Titian, Correggio, Champ-de-Bataille the  “Versailles 
of  Normandy”, while Vendeuvre is a fine example of a 18th century 
 Normand country house in an enchanting park.

12-17.06 2023 > THE GREAT FOUNDATIONS IN SOUTHERN FRANCE 
Ref. 3633 – 2795€ (plane, coach, half-board accommodation, entrance fees 
and guidance)
After Maeght in Saint-Paul-de-Vence, new art foundations situated 
in magnificent settings, have been built by famous architects in the 
21st century. The vineyard of Château La Coste in Aix-en-Provence 
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has been transformed in an art center by Jean Nouvel, Frank Gehry et 
Tadao Ando. At the Moulin 13 des Serres in Muy, Bernar Venet presents 
his works and those by his friends from the American conceptual 
avant-garde. On the island of Porquerolles, the Carmignac Fondation 
is surrounded by an amazing park. Luma Arles launches its cultural 
activities from the glittering tower by Frank Gehry. Since 2022, the 
house and the workshop of the famous artists of abstract art, Hans 
Hartung and Anna-Eva Bergman, nested in a splendid estate above 
Antibes, are open to the public.

04-08.09 2023 > MILAN AND LOMBARDY
Ref. 3634 – 2560€ (plane, coach, half-board accommodation, entrance fees 
and guidance)
Milan was built around the Duomo and the old medieval centre shelters 
most of the museums, like the Museo del Novecento presenting not only 
works by the futurists but also by Picasso, Mondrian, De Chirico, the 
Pinacoteca Ambrosiana with Botticelli, Leonardo, Titian, Caravaggio 
and the Pinacoteca di Brera with Piero della Francesca, Mantegna, 
Canaletto, Raphael, Veronese… At the Villa Necchi Campiglio, we share 
the everyday life of a Milanese family from the 1930s in an Art deco 
interior, while the Prada Foundation introduced us to contemporary art 
in an old distillery, with works by Louise Bourgeois, Jeff Koons, Damien 
Hirst. In the surroundings, Bergamo, Cremona, Mantova and Pavia offer 
their architectural and artistic treasures.

14.09 2023 > ANNA BOCH AND JAMES ENSOR IN OSTEND
Ref. 3685 – Price to be determined (coach, lunch, entrance fees  
and guidance)
Le MuZEE pays homage to Anna Boch (1842-1936), Belgian 
impressionist woman painter internationally renowned and important 
collector. The exhibition confronts her works, joyful, colourful, 
luminous with those of her favourite artists : Paul Gauguin, Vincent van 
Gogh, Paul Signac and James Ensor. Also on the program, a visit to the 
recently renovated and extended Ensor’s House, immersing the visitors 
in the artist’s world and dedicating him nice exhibitions from now on.
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01-06.10 2023 > JEWELS OF MALTA AND GOZO
Ref. 3635 – 2175€ until March 31, later 2325€ (plane, coach, half-board 
accommodation, entrance fees and guidance)
Blond as honey, Malta is full of discoveries. On the World Heritage List 
of the UNESCO, Valletta has many monuments, like the Grandmaster’s 
Palace, the “Auberge des chevaliers français” and its archaeological 
museum, the “Auberge d’Italie” and its Fine Arts Museum fully restored, 
the St John Co-Cathedral with the tombs of the Knights and the famous 
Caravaggio paintings, the new City Gate by Renzo Piano. On the island, 
the megalithic temples join greatness and refinement. The palaces of 
Mdina shelters the noble families of the island, the Domus romana 
in Rabat, roman antiquities. In addition to the temples from the 
neolithic of Ggantilla in Gozo, there are the ancient saltworks and the 
Blue Grotto, at the foot of the cliffs, with its water aquamarine coloured.

16-20.10 2023 > SORIA, THE ESSENCE OF CASTILLE
Ref. 3664 – Price to be determined (plane, coach, half-board 
accommodation, entrance fees and guidance)
Our guide Javier brings us off the beaten track to discover Soria, the city 
of the poets and its captivating region. We’ll visit the cloister of San Juan 
de Duero with its oriental inspiration, the Romanesque church of Santo 
Domingo, the Numantino museum displaying the Celtiberian culture, 
and the Cistercian monastery of Santa Maria de Huerta. From the   
water-cure hotel of El Burgo de Osma, hosted in a 16th-century 
university, we’ll discover the imposant castel of Gormaz, the superb 
Romanesque frescos of San Baudelio. We’ll visit the picturesque village 
of Catalaňazor and Medinaceli, the “City of the Sky” of the powerful 
dukes of the 16th century. From the Parador of Sigüenza, nested in a 
12th century castle, we’ll visit the small medieval village with its red 
roofs in a wonderful setting of fawn-coloured mountains.

09.11 2023 > DIRK BOUTS IN LEUVEN 
Ref. 3665 – Price to be determined (coach, lunch, entrance fees 
and guidance)
The M museum in Leuven is devoting an international exhibition 
to Dirk Bouts (about 1415-1475) who has achieved in his works a 
stupendous synthesis between Jan van Eyck virtuosic technique 



 11

and Rogier Van der Weyden innovative visual language. Close by, 
the University Library puts Dirk Bouts in his time by assembling 
precious manuscripts, printed gems and contemporary art in a 
surprising combination. We’ll also visit the St. Peter church, for which 
Dirk Bouts painted “The Last Supper” and “The Martyrdom 
of St. Erasmus”.

18-26.11 2023 > EGYPT, FROM ALEXANDRIA TO ABU SIMBEL
Ref. 3636 – Price to be determined (plane, coach, full-board accommodation, 
entrance fees and guidance)
The great library in Alexandria, built by the Norwegian architecture office 
Snohetta, is a spectacular success, with its breathtaking reading room, while 
the National Museum sums up the whole history of the city. The pyramids 
in Giza, the mastabas in Saqqara are real miracles. The new Museum 
in Cairo is a treasure chest for its sumptuous collections. The elegant 
temples in Luxor and Karnak, the sites of the Theban necropolis are 
bewitching. A cruise on the blue waters of the Nile will lead us to Assuan 
in the fascinating world of the Nubians with an unforgettable discovery of 
the royal colossus springing up from the mountain in Abu Simbel. 

For the travels and excursions, please contact Virginie Descamps 
T +32(0)2 639 4653 E-mail virginie@preference.be

The payment with your name and excursion reference number  
(BE92 7440 6349 9223) confirms the registration and is not refundable.

Preference Travel Team
Rue des Francs 79, boîte 4 – 1040 Bruxelles
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12 metro lines take you on a virtual journey through 
the museums’ rich collections:

6 collection lines (Bruegel, Rubens, XX, Magritte,  
Modern Art 1, Modern and Contemporary Art 2)

4 thematic lines (I spy, “isms” for dummies, women at work, 
the colour red)
 
2 people lines (Antoine Wielemans singer of Girls in Hawaii, 
Michel Draguet)

Located on level -2 at the intersection of the Magritte and 
Fin-de-Siècle Museums, 4 large touch screens will enable 
you to embark on this virtual metro and even create your 
own metro line using the Web App!

A new digital table  is now available in  
the Forum with the same information!  
More on www.kunstmetrodart.be

The Friends of the RMFAB is also a website  
www.becomeafriend.be updated every month and  
a Youtube channel where you can watch visits with friends  
of Michel Draguet, the cellist Camille Thomas and videos of 

 .

  friends of royal fine arts belgium  
www.youtube.com/channel/UCZFbKUWKIpSe9eEBBuyZNDQ
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 THANKS TO  

  OUR FRIENDS 
 IN 2022 

The Friends 
support the 

Museums

  The Friends have offered 200 free guided tours for 
schools in Belgium (3000 pupils have benefited from 
a visit to the museum).

  The Friends are taking care of a team of 75 volunteers 
(INFO desk, shops, library, archives, “Musée sur Mesure”, 
Digital Museum, administration and Friends’ office) and 
are taking care of all the expenses (transportation 
charges, insurance, special activities and gifts) linked to 
the management of this team.

  The Friends are taking care of the salaries of the students 
helping at the INFO desk. 

  The Friends gave to the museum an interactive device 
made up of 12 metro lines which take you on a virtual 
journey through the amazing collections of the museum! 

  The Free Guide tours on the first Wednesday of each 
month are financed by the Friends (René Boël Fund).

  Each week the Friends offer a bouquet of fresh flowers to 
the museum to make the Info Desk more welcoming.

  Thanks to a bequest received in 2021, the Friends have 
contributed to the purchase of a work by the painter 
Fernand Khnopff. 
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M. & Mme Michel Alloo • M. Fabio Bargiacchi • 
M. Pol Bayet • Mr & Mrs. Jan & Lucia Behlau • Mme 
Suzanne Belgeonne • M. & Mme Jacques & Christiane 
Berghmans-Waucquez • Mme Chantal Blanchoud • M. 
& Mme Nicolas & Valentine Boël • M. & Mme Harold 
Boël • M. & Mme Michel & Christine Boël-Schumann • 
M. & Mme Roland & Fabienne Borres - Gousset • Mme 
Andrée Caillet • Mer David Callahan • M. & Mme Henri et 
Valentine Cardon de Lichtbuer • Mw Helena Colle • Mer 
& Mw Géry & Anne-Marie Daeninck-Saquet • Comte 
Hubert d’Ansembourg • M. Léopold de Beauffort • M. 
& Mme Eric & Astrid de Beco-Waucquez • M. & Mme 
Adrien de Schietere de Lophem • M. & Mme Antoine 
de Sejournet de Rameignies • Mme Claude de Selliers 
• Vicomte et Vicomtesse Nicolas de Spoelberch • M. & 
Mme Philippe & Brigitte Delusinne • M. & Mme Philippe 
Demonceau Fettweis • Dhr. en Mw. Dillens-De Luyck 
• Comte et Comtesse Baudouin du Parc • M. & Mme 
Gerard & Dominique Dumonteil • M. & Mme Raoul Dutry 
• M. P. Ectors • M. & Mme Foriers-Bernard • M. & Mme 
Pierre & Francine Gamet-Sorel • Baron et Baronne Roland 
Gillion Crowet • Mme Philippe Jadot • Gravin Marthe 
Janssen • Baron et Baronne Paul-Emmanuel Janssen • 
M. & Mme Jean-Louis & Annic Joris • Mme J.J. Kreglinger 
• M. & Mme Dominique Lambot • Mme Marie-Julienne 

The Protecting Members
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Lejuste • M. Christian Lepage • M. & Mme Philippe 
& Claudine Lessire-Deschamps • M. & Mme Marc & 
Martine Luyckx-Coelis • M. & Mme Luypaert-Maurice • M. 
& Mme Jean-Marie & Rolande Mandelaire-de Poortere 
• Mme Lydie Maroquin-Finiels • M. & Mme Eric Mathay • 
M. Ellis Mathews • M. & Mme Jeanne Huguette Mathieu 
• Mme Danielle Minnebier • M. & Mme Eric Mondron • 
M. & Mme Philippe & Marie Moorkens-Lambert • M. & 
Mme André & Marie-Christine Mueller-Chalon • M. Jose 
Ochoa de Michelena • Dhr. Michel & Jean Pirson-Somers 
• M. & Mme Françoise Querton • Mw Elisabeth Reid • Dhr. 
en Mw. Siegfried & Gisele Reinke-Renkl • M. Jean-Paul 
Sculier • M. & Mme Christian Sprangers-Hubrechts • M. 
Christian Storck • M. & Mme Jan & Cecile Terlinck-Octors 
• M. Coenraad Teulings • Mme Sinette Tonneau-Paul • 
Mme Eline Ubaghs • Mme Françoise van der Schueren 
• M. & Mme Hugues & Fabienne van der Straten-Velge 
• Mme Colienne van Strydonck • Mme Sylvia Varela • 
M. & Mme Patrick & Annick Vastenaekels-Bailly • M. & 
Mme Jean-Luc & Hélène Vellut-Abraham • Dhr & Mw 
Roger Verhaegen • M. Paul Waucquez 
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Anne Anne Annie Arlette Barbara Béatrice 
Bernadette Bernard Brigitte Bruno Caroline 

Catherine Chantal Chantal Christiane 
Christel Claire Claude Colette Corinne 
Danièle Denise Dominique Dominique 

Donatella Eline Françoise Françoise Frédéric 
Frédéric Georges Gilbert Huguette Ingrid 

Jacques Jeanine Katelijne Kerstin Lieve 
Luc Lut Lyvia Mady Marc Margaux Marie 
Marie-Bernadette Marie-Jozefa Marijke 

Marion Marjan Marjolaine Michel Mieke 
Monique Monique Monique Muriel Murielle 

Nadia Nanou Nicolas Nicole Nicole 
Nicole Pascale Paule Régine Renée Sarah 

Suzanne Sylvie Thérèse Valérie Willem 

Thanks to all the volunteers

Our team of volunteers is constantly expanding!
If you feel like joining us, please send an email to  
volunteers@fine-arts-museum.be 
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With 652,249 visitors in 2022, the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of 
Belgium (MrBAB) remain the most visited museums in Belgium. 
The general trend is positive, with attendance figures 
comparable to the pre-covid years, although there is still 
room for manoeuvre in terms of international tourism.
2023 will be a pivotal year for the institution as it prepares 
for an ambitious and necessary renovation. The Régie des 
Bâtiments, whose memorandum is to be presented to the 
Council of Ministers during the first quarter of this year, will be 
in charge of carrying out this work aimed at (re)enhancing 
the exceptional federal heritage.

Although the official start of the operations as such is 
not planned before 2025, some spaces will already be 

The Royal Museums of Fine Arts of 
Belgium begin their transition to 
the museum of the future
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reallocated this spring. The Fin-de-Siècle Museum will 
temporarily suspend its public reception functions and 
be transformed into storage areas. The collections will 
gradually be moved there. The Magritte Museum will also 
benefit from a welcome refreshment.

This transition phase will be a good opportunity to take 
the time to rethink the vision, values and missions of the Royal 
Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium. The objective of the Royal 
Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium is of course to guarantee 
maximum accessibility of the collections to the public.

 Important dates to remember 
14-31.03 2023 > Move of the works from the Magritte Museum 
to the temporary exhibition room (-4) 
31.03-september 2023 > The works of Magritte will be  
visible in -4
September 2023 > Reopening of the Magritte Museum 
03.04 2023 > Closure of the Fin-de-Siècle Museum, which 
will be transformed into a reserve for the paintings of the 
Old Masters. Some Art Nouveau masterpieces and works 
by Léon Spilliaert will be exhibited in the Bernheim Room 
(Old Masters) and in the logettes (-3). The Museum will ensure 
that as many works as possible can remain visible during 
the works, both in some of the museum buildings and in 
other locations.
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A fresh start for  
the Magritte Museum

The Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium are planning 
a light but welcome restoration of the Magritte Museum. 
The result of an innovative partnership between the public 
and private sectors, this Belgian success story requires a 
refreshment fourteen years after its opening. The programme 
includes improving the presentation of the works, rethinking 
the reception of visitors, correcting the problems inherent 
in the building and reducing its ecological footprint 
(LED lighting, energy management programme and new 
generation screens, ...).

Meanwhile, the works of the surrealist master will be presented 
in the spaces usually dedicated to temporary exhibitions (-4). 
The relocation of the collection requires that access to the 
works be suspended for a period of 15 days between March 14 
and March 31, 2023.

   The exhibition of Magritte’s works in the temporary 
exhibition space opens on March 31,2023.

In September 2023, the masterpieces will be returned to their 
refurbished walls to fully commemorate the 125th anniversary 
of the painter’s birth.
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31.03 > 23.07 2023

Spilliaert

  Exhibition focus

Special attention will also be paid to Léon Spilliaert, 
in the spaces of -3, from 31 March. Five intimate boxes will 
be used to display the works of the symbolist artist from 
Ostend. The three volumes of the complete theatre works 
by Maurice Maeterlinck that Léon Spilliaert illustrated 
between 1901 and 1902 will be on display. The King Baudouin 
Foundation recently acquired these works and gave them 
to the RMFAB on loan.
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18.04 2023 > 07.03 2024

Dation Gillion-Crowet 

On the occasion of the Art 
Nouveau Year, presentation of 
pieces from the Gillion-Crowet 
donation The Bernheim Room will 
host a selection of Art Nouveau 
masterpieces. A collection of 
furniture, sculptures, decorative 
arts and paintings from the 
Gillion-Crowet donation will 
be presented as part of the 
“Art Nouveau Brussels 2023” 
programme. 130 years after the 
inauguration of Victor Horta’s 
Hotel Tassel, known as one of 
the very first significant buildings 
of this style in history, the Brussels 
Region is organising a year 
dedicated to Art Nouveau and 
to Brussels’ status as the world 
capital of this international 
artistic movement.

The selection will be unveiled 
on 18 April, but we can already 
mention the iconic Nature by 
Alphonse Mucha, a gilded bronze 

Alphonse Mucha : La Nature ( 1899-1900).  
Dation Gillion Crowet à la Région Bruxelles- 
Capitale, 2006. Collection mise en dépôt aux 
MrBAB. Photo : Bruno Piazza (Gillion Crowet)
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bust enhanced with malachite ornaments, and the Aubecq 
table, a creation by Victor Horta in Sycamore 
wood and marble.

Belgium was the second nation, after the United Kingdom, 
to join the industrial revolution. This led to the development 
of progress, techniques, industry and an unparalleled 
economic expansion. As the capital, Brussels experienced a 
sudden increase in population. It was a golden age for the 
arts, letters and sciences. A new generation of artists had the 
opportunity to evolve and create an atmosphere of dreams, 
illusions and happiness. This positive climate gave rise to 
the expression of a new architectural style, corresponding 
to the new conception of society. It was in this climate that 
Art Nouveau was born in Brussels, which developed mainly 
between 1892 and 1914. This architectural concept is an 
individual art of great variety, of which numerous examples 
embellish the streets of Brussels.

Many events will take place on this occasion, so be sure 
to check out www.artnouveau.brussels.
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31.03 2023 > 23.07 2023

Remedies 
Johan Van Mullen
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From March 31 until 
July 23, 2023, the RMFAB will 
be inviting an artist made in 
Belgium, Johan Van Mullem, 
to take up residence. The 
selection, which will present 
a contrasting set of some 
fifty works, paintings, 
sculptures and drawings, 
most of which have never 
been shown before, in the 
heart of the Old Masters 
Museum, is the third part of 
the Remedies exhibition 
cycle that began in the 
fall of 2021.

Johan Van Mullem’s 
works are full of initiatory 

parchments, tormented souls and possible paradises where 
the generosity of the inks brings out the light and where 
colour responds to darkness.

This is a fine way for the RMFAB to actively support Belgian 
contemporary creation and an original project that is in 
line with the very contemporary questions that the RMFAB, 
a place for encounters and dialogue, like to confront.
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The Museum’s works travel

The RMFAB regularly collaborates with the world’s leading 
institutions. In 2022, the RMFAB participated in 40 exhibitions, 
lending 103 works. In turn, the RMFAB was able to benefit 
from the loan of 1077 works of art for temporary exhibitions. 
These collaborations, in addition to participating in cultural 
diplomacy and promoting Belgian heritage abroad, 
also give the national public access to masterpieces held 
internationally. In 2023, almost 134 works from our museums 
will be loaned to various institutions.

These include a work by Theodore Rombouts at the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Ghent and works by Anna Boch at the MuZEE 
in Ostend. (Re)discover them by taking part in the excursions 
organised by the Friends of the RMFAB (p. 7-11).
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The autumn 2023 exhibitions

In the autumn, the Franco-Brazilian photographer Sebastião 
Salgado will be in the spotlight. His travelling exhibition 
Amazônia will be presented in the temporary exhibition 
spaces of the RMFAB. This latest project by the photographer 
and environmental activist retraces his 7-year journey 
through the Brazilian Amazon. The soundtrack of the 
exhibition was created by the famous electronic musician 
Jean-Michel Jarre. Amazônia is an exhibition not to be missed 
under any circumstances and will plunge the public into the 
heart of the Amazonian forest.

Also on view in the autumn is an exhibition devoted to 
Anto Carte and Gustave van de Woestijne as well as a 
focus on the history of modernism in Ukraine (In the Eye of 
the Storm – Modernism in Ukraine, 1900-1930s).



 Give someone or treat yourself  

 to a membership card! 

Give a lasting gift that can be enjoyed 

for a whole year! 
Use the link www.becomeafriend.be  

or go to the INFO desk, Rue de la Régence 3

A-Musée-Vous! Have fun, support the RMFAB 

projects and benefit from all the advantages 

(free entry without booking, activities for 

Friends, discount in the shops, etc.) 

    Amuse(u)ment  

 for everybody in 2023  ! 

UPCOMING EXHIBITION – 2024
 Surrealisme 
 Paul Maes and Hertog
 Paul Delvaux from the Spitzner Museum 
 Château des Pyrénées at the Magritte Museum 



Registration Form

First name | Last name

Address

Post code | City

Tel. | E-mail

Date | Signature

Membership fee  BE32 3631 2340 9302 / BBRUBEBB
Donation BE81 6790 7542 9624 / PCHQBEBB

Send to the Friends of the RMFAB: Rue du Musée 9, 1000 Brussels

Choose your category and fill in the form below. 
 Associate Member – € 50/year 
 Associate Member & partner (2 membership cards) – € 75/ year
 Full Member – € 100/ year 
 Full Member & partner (2 membership cards) – €  150/ year
 Patron *– € 100/ year + a donation of at least € 150

 Patron & partner * (2 membership cards) – €  150/ year + a donation of at least € 150

 Family: proof of ID required – € 85/year
 Duo (1 membership card + 1 guest card) – € 200/ year 
 Young Member (18–25): proof of ID required – € 20/ year 
* Full members who, in addition to their membership dues, remit a donation of at least € 150  
on the account of Fonds des Amis des Musées, BE81 6790 7542 9624/PCHQBEBB, will be 
recognized as Patrons of the Museums.



www.becomeafriend.be


